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On March 17, small- and medium-scale farmers and members of agricultural cooperatives,
small business owners and retail merchants launched a series of public protests against the
government's economic policies, in particular higher taxes and charges on public services. The
Agrarian Federation (which claims a membership of 200,000 small farmers), and the Agricultural
Inter-cooperative Confederation (15,000 cooperative affiliates) announced a 48- hour suspension
of all purchase, sale, payment, and bill collection activities. The Rural Society (the country's 10,000
largest livestock producers) and the Rural Confederations (large farmer organization) decided not
to join the protest, since the government offered to eliminate export taxes, among other measures.
Employees in several economic sectors announced the continuity of on-going strikes, or plans to
launch work stoppages. On March 18, unions representing employees in the meatpacking industry
(50,000 members) and the textile industry (80,000 members) voted to commence work stoppages
and other forms of collective action to obtain wage hikes. On the same day, negotiations between
employers and the nation's metallurgical industry unions (320,000 members) broke down. The
metallurgical workers are demanding a 50% wage hike. Next, unionized workers in the food
processing industry (150,000 members) are demanding higher pay and have informed management
of the possibility of surprise work stoppages. As of March 19, railway employees and public school
teachers had opted to continue respective strikes. The teachers, who had implemented a nationwide
shutdown delaying the beginning of the new school year by a week, decided to launch a serious of
provincial level class suspensions. On March 19, about 500 small- and medium-size business owners
appeared before the national legislature demanding that the government eliminate or reduce taxes.
Elimination of import tariffs was described as "irresponsible." Jaime Godelman, president of the
Small- and Medium-Size Businessperson Association (APYME), criticized both big business and the
government. He requested "protection" for domestic industry. Ruben Manusovich, president of the
Chambers of Commerce Federation, said retail merchants cannot pay any more taxes, and predicted
total failure of the government's economic policy, resulting in continued recession and high levels of
price inflation. (Basic data from several reports by AFP, 03/17-19/91; EFE, 03/19/91)
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